










APPENDIX

As chapter two, section 2.1, notes there are figures available for total government
expenditure as a percentage of national income for 2008 – more recent than the
2007 figures used in the comparisons on table 2.5. However, these figures are
problematic given that they report a notable increase in spending as a proportion
of national income for almost all EU countries as GDP declined while government
spending was, in many cases, boosted to stimulate the economy and pay for
increased unemployment related expenditure. This was particularly so in the
countries worst hit by the recession. The abnormal nature of fiscal policies in 2008
(and most likely 2009 and 2010) across all EU countries suggests that it would be
inappropriate to make structural comparisons using this data. For this reason the
analysis presented in table 2.5 uses the 2007 data. However, for completeness, we
present the latest available data, for 2008, below.

Table A1: Total Government Expenditure as a % of GDP, 
for the EU-27 in 2008

Country % of GDP Country % of GDP

Sweden 53.1 Cyprus 44.0
France 52.7 Germany 43.9
Denmark 51.7 Slovenia 43.6
Belgium 49.9 Poland 43.1
Hungary 49.8 Czech Republic 42.4
Austria 48.7 IRELAND GDP 41.0
Italy 48.7 Estonia 40.9
IRELAND GNP 48.6 Luxembourg 40.7
Finland 48.4 Spain 40.5
United Kingdom 47.7 Latvia 39.5
Portugal 45.9 Romania 38.5
Netherlands 45.5 Bulgaria 37.4
Malta 45.3 Lithuania 37.2
Greece 44.9 Slovakia 34.9

Source: Eurostat (2007:165), Eurostat online database (2009) and CSO (2009:3)
Notes: EU-27 arithmetic average of 44.4% of GDP.
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This Review presents a narrative outlining what happened over recent decades to bring
Ireland to where it is today, where exactly Ireland finds itself now, where Ireland should
go into the future and what it needs to do to get there. It goes on to address key policy
areas, present a detailed analysis and propose policy initiatives that are required to
develop an Ireland that is sustainable, equitable and a desirable place in which to live.

This Review does not accept many of the assumptions and analysis that underpin much
of the commentary in public and policy-making arenas in recent times. 

The scale and severity of the crises in which Ireland finds itself raise obvious questions
regarding how they occurred. This Review provides a commentary on the background to
these events. It addresses questions about recovery from these crises and more
importantly how we can shape a future Ireland that cares for the well-being of all its
people and protects the environment. 

This Review goes on to address core challenges under the headings of:

• Income • Education and Education Disadvantage
• Taxation • Intercultural and Migration Issues
• Work • Participation
• Public Services • Sustainability
• Housing and Accommodation • Rural Development
• Healthcare • The Developing World

It presents a detailed analysis under each of these headings alongside a set of suggested
policy proposals that would go some way to addressing the challenges identified. 

The Review is published by Social Justice Ireland as a contribution to the public debate
on key socio-economic challenges Ireland faces today. 
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