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Elections 2014

he European and local elec-
I tions scheduled for May 23 are
taking place at a time of great
change. The crises of recent years
have made many people sceptical
about the capacity of the political
system to build a fairer, more just
and sustainable future. Two chal-
lenges of the years immediately
ahead are: firstly, to prove that this
scepticism is not valid; and secondly,
to show that democracy can enhance
the wellbeing of all.

Those who are elected in the upcom-
ing elections need to recognise that
development of a fairer future across
the EU in general and in Ireland in
particular will be possible only when
priority is given to the common
good. Futures based on the primacy
of the market are not likely to be just
or fair.

Of course the market is important
and an efficient market is crucial for
development of the Union and the
country. But there is far more to pro-
gress than getting the market right. A
balance is required between the vari-
ous aspects of life if the well-being of
this and future generations is to be
secured. Failure to recognise the
need for such balance has produced
the present lop-sided approach to
policy development.

In these pages Social Justice Ireland
identifies some key issues we believe
are critical to shaping a fairer future.
We also identify actions that should
be taken if we are to see the emer-
gence of a just society in Ireland and
across the EU. These are among the
key issues identified.

Social inclusion

Given the growing inequality and
social exclusion being experienced
by so many across the EU and in Ire-
land it is crucial that political leaders
take action to:

e Reduce poverty and income
inequality,

e Combat unemployment and
¢ Secure services and infrastructure.
The Economy

Given the need to have the economy
serve people, there should be action
to:

« Ensure corporations pay a fair share
of tax through, e.g. a  Financial
Transactions Tax.

e Increase Investment.

e Ensure the financial sector can
never again repeat the crash of
2008.

The Democratic Deficit

As more and more decisions are
made without real engagement from
those impacted by them, action is
required to:

 Strengthen democracy and pro-
mote solidarity (including with the
Global South)

Sustainability

Given the challenges posed by de-
mands on the environment and de-
pleting natural resources, action is
required to:

e Tackle climate change

e Develop new indicators of progress
and well-being

This is a key moment. The future will
be built by the decisions made in the
years immediately ahead. So, before
Election Day, Social Justice Ireland
urges all voters to reflect on these
issues and to cast their votes on the
basis of how candidates propose to
secure the wellbeing of this and fu-
ture generations.

Policy Briefing is a regular publication issued by Social Justice Ireland. It addresses a wide range of
current policy issues from the perspective of the common good.
Comments, observations and suggestions on this briefing are welcome.
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Securing the wellbeing of this and future generations

hy is change required?
The simple answer is that
the current approach to

policy is not securing the wellbeing
of all either in Ireland or in the EU as
awhole.

Divisions continue to grow. Inequal-
ity increases. Poverty and unem-
ployment are not given the priority
they deserve. Most decisions are
taken on the basis of what is good
for business rather than on what is
good for the wellbeing of the total
population.

It is widely acknowledged that Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) is ‘an inad-
equate metric to gauge wellbeing
over time, particularly in its eco-
nomic, environmental, and social

dimensions, some aspects of which
are often referred to as sustainabil-
ity’ (Stiglitz Commission 2009:8).

A new scorecard or metric model is
needed which measures the effects
of policy decisions on people’s lives
as well as the environmental, social
and economic costs and benefits of
those policies.

The United Nations High Level Pan-
el on Global Sustainability recom-
mends that the international com-
munity measure development be-
yond GDP.

They argue that national accounts
should measure and include the cost
of social exclusion, unemployment
and social inequality and the envi-

ronmental costs of growth and mar-
ket failures.

Social Justice Ireland believes that
development of such an alternative
should be a priority in Ireland and
the EU in the years immediately
ahead.

Actions

e Atalocal level the newly-elected
Councils should put wellbeing at
the core of their new plans.

e At an EU level development of
‘satellite’ or ‘shadow’ national
and EU-wide accounts should be
a central initiative of the new
Parliament and Commission.

Democratic deficit at the heart of the EU

ecisions made during the eco-
Dnomic crisis since 2008 have
raised serious questions con-
cerning the democratic legitimacy of
the processes by which these decisions

are made, both in Ireland and in Eu-
rope.

In Ireland, decisions allocating vast
resources to the financial sector were
made by a few senior politicians and
officials, sometimes without a meeting
of the full Cabinet, and without a full
debate. The establishment of NAMA is
a prime example; NAMA was estab-
lished rapidly, and its operations were
initially extremely opaque. In its dis-
posals of assets, NAMA makes deci-
sions affecting communities through-
out Ireland, but those communities
have little power to influence NAMA.

At the European level, the structural
adjustment programmes have been
overseen by the IMF, European Com-
mission and the European Central
Bank, none of which have a directly
elected component.

The Troika are involved in making
major decisions about resources and
economic policy areas which were
traditionally the preserve of democrati-
cally accountable national govern-
ments. Often represented as mere tech-
nocrats, Troika members actually have

differing and very political views on
the role of government in society, the
functioning of the labour market, and
the appropriate level of social security.
For example, the President of the ECB,
Mario Draghi, informed the Wall Street
Journal in February 2012 that ‘The
European social model has already
gone’.

The stricter European fiscal rules were
adopted in 2012 with relatively little
national public debate, and their im-
plications - particularly the increased
supervisory powers of the Commission
- have not been fully absorbed, except
perhaps when the German Bundestag
sees elements of the Irish budget before
the Dail does. There is a real danger
that these increased powers may lead
to citizens in the EU - particularly in
the Bailout countries - viewing their
governments as nothing but the agents
of the Commission, ECB or the IMF.

The comment by Mario Draghi noted
above raises serious concerns about the
decision-making in the EU and how
the Furopean welfare state is being
dismantled without any democratic
mandate.

In these economically turbulent times
it is essential to focus on the shape of
the society we wish to see emerge. The
welfare state has been in existence in

Mario Draghi’s claim
that the European social
model has already gone
raises serious concerns
about the decision-
making in the EU and
how the European wel-
fare state is being dis-
mantled without any

Ireland for about a century and for
somewhat longer in some parts of the
EU. Do we wish to see it continue? If
so, what form should it take? What are
the key challenges it faces? How might
these be addressed effectively and effi-
ciently?

Social Justice Ireland strongly believes
that the EU is both a social and an eco-
nomic project. Commitment to the
European social model is essential if
the wellbeing of this and future gener-
ations is to be secured. We also believe
that decisions on its future should be
in the hands of the EU electorate and
not be controlled by the economic
elite represented by Mr Draghi.




Social Justice Ireland Policy Briefing | May 2014

Social Inclusion Issues

Reduce Poverty

here is a real danger that the EU

I in general and Ireland in partic-

ular will not address the reality

of growing poverty. From 2006, Ire-

land’s poverty levels had been slowly

falling, driven by increases in social

welfare payments delivered in Budgets
2005-2007.

However, these advances have been
reversed since 2009 with the at-risk-of-
poverty rate rising from a low of 14.1%
in 2009 to 16.5% in 2012, consistent
poverty has risen from a low of 4.2% in
2008 to 7.7% in 2012 while the depri-
vation rates has risen from a low of

Combat Unemployment

nemployment has risen rapidly

l I since 2008 across the EU.
While there has been some
reduction in the past year it is still un-
acceptably high. The number of jobs is

also much lower in the EU than it was
at the start of the crisis.

While there are some hopeful signs there
is no denying that the EU in general and
Ireland in particular have a long way to
go before the issue of un employment is
addressed effectively. Long-term unem-
ployment is a significant challenge for
both Ireland and the EU. Likewise, the
high level of youth unemployment and
the lack of hope among older people

11.8% in 2007 to 26.9% in 2012 (CSO,
2014).

Between 2010 and 2011, the number of
people at-risk-of-poverty or social exclu-
sion in the EU increased by 3.7 million
(+0.7%), reaching the number of 121.2
million people in 2011 (24.3 % of the
entire population). In 2012, it increased
further to reach 124.5 million people
(24.8 %).

Despite the commitment in the EU2020
Strategy to reduce the numbers in this
situation by 20 million the trend is in
the opposite direction. Children contin-
ue to be most at risk of poverty. It is long

who have become unemployed that
they will ever again get a job are also of
major concern.

Addressing such a crisis is a major chal-
lenge. It is clear that reskilling many of
the unemployed, in particular those
with low education levels, will be a key
part of the response. The introduction
of a Youth Guarantee by the European
Council in June 2013 was a step in the
right direction but the amount allocated
(€6bn) is far lower than what is required.
The International Labour Organisation
(ILO) estimates a comprehensive Youth
Guarantee would require €21bn. Struc-

Secure Social Services and Infrastructure

here have been significant

I cuts to social services and pay-
ments since 2008. Social Jus-

tice Ireland believes that many of

these cuts have been socially destruc-
tive and counter productive.

Investment in social infrastructure is
required now to ensure that recently
starved services are fit for purpose.
In Ireland gross capital expenditure
has fallen from €9bn in 2008 to
€3.3bn in 2013, and a social infra-
structure deficit will inevitably
emerge in a climate of underinvest-
ment as the population continues to
grow.

The experience across the EU partic-
ularly in countries most at risk has
been very similar.

Adequate social infrastructure and
services are necessary to achieve
dignity and equality for all citizens,
from children to older people.

The goal of universal provision for all
must remain, particularly in the area
of health, where inequalities persist
between the insured and the unin-
sured population, as well as within
the uninsured population.

past time for the EU to give real priority
to tackling poverty.

Actions

e Ensure the EU meets its commit-
ments on poverty and social exclu-
sion contained in the Europe 2020
strategy.

o Ensure child poverty and intergen-
erational poverty in Ireland and
across Europe are tackled by pro-
moting and supporting the Europe-
an Commission recommendation
Investing in Children: breaking the
cycle of disadvantage.

tural funds should be increased to ad-
dress these issues effectively across the
EU.

Actions

¢ Launch a major investment pro-
gramme focused on creating employ-
ment and prioritise initiatives that
strengthen social infrastructure.

¢ Resource the up-skilling of those
who are unemployed and at risk of
becoming unemployed through in-
tegrated training and labour market
programmes.

Actions

e Focus policy on ensuring that
there is provision of, and equality
of access to a level of public ser-
vices regarded as acceptable by
both the EU and Irish society.

e Enhance the process of planning
and investment so that social
infrastructure can cope with the
increase and diversity in popula-
tion throughout the life cycle
across the EU
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Corporations should pay a fair share of tax

he corporate sector does not
I pay a fair share of tax in the
EU. In recent years under in-
ternational pressure from the G20
and the OECD, controversial loop-
holes that enabled large-scale corpo-
rate tax avoidance have been closed
but a lot more needs to be done to
ensure that major corporations pay a
fair share of tax.

One approach could be the introduc-
tion of a minimum corporate tax rate
and/or a minimum effective corpo-
rate tax rate for all EU countries.

Another initiative that would move
in the right direction would be the
introduction of a Financial Transac-
tions Tax (FTT). A very high propor-
tion of all financial transactions trad-
ed are speculative currency transac-
tions which are completely free of
taxation.

An FTT is a progressive tax designed
to target only those profiting from
speculation. It is levied at a very low
rate but given the scale of these
transactions globally, it has the abil-
ity to raise significant funds.

Fiscal and Financial Stability are crucial

he connection between fiscal

I policy, output and employ-

ment has been at the heart of

the austerity debate in Ireland and

Europe. Reducing government ex-

penditure and/or increasing tax reve-

nues are not the same thing as reduc-

ing the deficit. Meeting deficit re-

duction targets requires rapid under-
lying growth.

Ireland should make the case for a
European-wide approach to growth,
one that takes account of the spill-
over effects of combined fiscal con-
solidation. Unfortunately the fiscal
rules introduced mitigate against a

European-wide fiscal expansion,
though breaching the rules is al-
lowed in ‘extraordinary circum-
stances’.

The Fiscal Compact does not address
what is essentially a balance of pay-
ments crisis created by persistent and
excessive private credit creation.

To compound the problems the
Compact is undemocratic, removing
decisions about resource allocation
and tax and spending from national
parliaments. However, it is likely
that these rules will be enforced.

Increased investment is essential

ithout investment there
won't be jobs. Without
jobs there won’t be recov-

ery.
Domestic economic investment is
sorely needed to provide employ-
ment and provide much-needed
infrastructure; this would reduce
short-term unemployment and in-
crease productivity of the Irish econ-
omy in the long run.

The government has created a new
investment fund - the Ireland Strate-
gic Investment Fund (ISIF) - using
the NPRF’s €6.4bn discretionary in-

vestment portfolio. However, the
fund is orientated towards commer-
cial investment opportunities such
as energy, broadband and water.

Social Justice Ireland believes there
must be an off-balance sheet invest-
ment programme in Ireland in the
years immediately ahead.

This would directly create employ-
ment and also enhance growth,
which would contribute to reducing
the deficit by reducing unemploy-
ment and increasing tax returns. We
propose that the investment pro-
gramme target both economic and

Actions

e Move to negotiate an EU wide
agreement on minimum corpo-
rate taxation rates (a rate of 17.5
per cent would seem fair in this
situation).

e Develop a Financial Transactions
Tax across the EU and use the
proceeds for national economic
and social development and in-
ternational development co-
operation purposes.

Given the operation of the
‘Expenditure benchmark’, any in-
crease in expenditure above the
benchmark will require discretionary
revenue increases.

In light of these restrictions there
should be a serious debate about the
level of revenue required to finance
public expenditure over the coming
years.

Action

e Adjust the Fiscal Compact to take
account of the spill-over effects
of combined fiscal consolidation.

social infrastructure, including the
construction of social housing units,
investment in water infrastructure,
and investment in primary care facil-
ities.

Actions

e Develop investment programmes
that recognise the importance of
social services and infrastructure.

e Remove the political blockages
that currently hinder such pro-
grammes being developed in
Ireland and across the EU.
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Democratic Deficit Issues (see also p.2)

Solidarity should be central

olidarity was at the core of the
S establishment of the European

Union which also sought to
promote pluralism, non-
discrimination and tolerance. These
were seen as promoting human dig-
nity, freedom, democracy and re-
spect for human rights.

A key dimension of solidarity at the
EU level concerns social protection
and social inclusion. More than 80
million people in the EU were at risk
of poverty before the recent econom-
ic crisis. We deal with these issues on
page 3 (cf. item on future of the wel-

fare state). But there are other as-
pects to solidarity in the EU.

Solidarity among EU States

Structural funds and cohesion funds
were put in place as a concrete sym-
bol of solidarity between the richer
and poorer regions of the EU. Ire-
land benefited greatly from these
funds.

It is very important that the regional
disparities, which have increased
enormously, are addressed with sus-
tained and well-resourced action.

Changes to Local Government

‘Putting People First’ outlines the
changes to local government which
come into effect after the elections.
We outline some of the main chang-
es below:

Structures

¢ Reduction in the number of local
authorities from 114 to 31 City and
County Councils with integrated
areas called ‘Municipal Districts’.

e Council seats will be reduced from
1,627 to 950 or less. Members elect-
ed at local level will represent the
district at county level.

e Three new regional assemblies will
replace the current 10 regional au-
thorities and assemblies.

Funding and accountability

e Services administered by local au-
thorities will be funded by the local
property tax.

e The National Oversight and Audit
Commission will scrutinise local
government performance and effi-
ciency.

Economic development

o Local Enterprise offices will provide
support for local businesses.

Structure of the European Parliament

he European Parliament in
I 2014 will be made up of 751
members (11 from Ireland)
elected in the 28 member states of
the enlarged European Union. MEPs
sit in political groups. There are cur-
rently seven political groups in the
European Parliament.

e Group of the European People’s
Party (Christian Democrats)

o Group of the Progressive Alliance of
Socialists and Democrats in the
European Parliament

e Group of the Alliance of Liberals
and Democrats for Europe

e Group of the Greens/European Free
Alliance

e European Conservatives and Re-
formists Group

o Confederal Group of the European
United Left - Nordic Green Left

e Europe of Freedom of Democracy
Group

Parliamentary Committees

Members are divided up among 20
specialised standing committees
which prepare work for Plenary ses-
sions. The committees draw up,
amend and adopt legislative pro-

Solidarity with the wider world

Looking beyond the EU’s borders the
Union’s solidarity should be ex-
pressed with policies that promote
peace, human rights and democratic
development.

In practice this would require Europe
to use its huge economic, political
and scientific capacities to promote
just and collaborative international
relations. It has used its resources to
promote  positive  development
across the EU. It should do the same
across the planet which has so many
people in great need.

e There will be a Strategic Policy
Committee for Economic Develop-
ment in every local authority.

e Economic Development Plans will
form part of the City or County
Development Plan.

Efficiency

e New measures to monitor perfor-
mance of local authorities will be
implemented. There will be an em-
phasis on customer service and val-
ue for money.

e Service plans will be approved by
elected members in each authority.

posals and own-initiative reports and
consider Commission and Council
proposals.

Plenary

Plenary sittings represent the culmi-
nation of the legislative work done
in committee and in the political
groups. The plenary sitting is also the
forum in which MEPs take part in
Community decision-making and
express their standpoint vis-a-vis the
European Commission and the Euro-
pean Council.



Sustainability Issues

Addressing climate change must be a major priority

limate change remains the
‘ largest long-term challenge

facing Ireland today. The chal-
lenge of reducing Ireland’s fossil fuel
emissions should not be postponed
in the face of the current recession.
We believe that Ireland should adopt
ambitious statutory targets regarding
the limitation of fossil fuel emis-
sions, and introduce taxation
measures necessary to compensate
for the full costs of resource extrac-
tion and pollution. While the publi-
cation of the General Scheme of a Cli-
mate Action and Low Carbon Develop-
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ment Bill 2013 was welcome, it only
committed to already existing
EU2020 and Kyoto Protocol targets.
Additionally, there are not adequate
sectoral targets or quantitative
measures against which individual
stakeholders can measure their pro-
gress.

The economic crisis has, for obvious
reasons, focused attention on eco-
nomic growth and financial stability.
This should not come at the expense
of the physical environment, as the
failure to tackle climate change now
will have significant impacts into the

Balanced regional development is necessary

sustained recovery requires
Abalanced regional develop-

ment. The boom years saw
an attempt to redress growing re-
gional imbalances in socio-economic
development through National Spa-
tial Strategy (2002-2020), though it
failed to do so, partly because of Gov-
ernment’s own initiatives such as the
decentralisation programme for pub-
lic servants.

During the recession, particular re-
gions of Ireland have suffered more
than others. The unemployment rate
in Dublin is the lowest in the country
at 12% while the South-East remains

the hardest hit with an unemploy-
ment rate of 18.3% (CSO, 2013).

Rural areas have been severely impact-
ed by cuts in services. The at-risk-of-
poverty rate in rural areas is over five
percentage points higher than the at-
risk-of-poverty rate in urban areas.

Policy must ensure balanced regional
development through the provision of
public services - including cultural,
economic and social services - and
through capital spending projects,
and the adoption of a new National
Spatial Strategy. This could be formu-

future, including on food produc-
tion, regional and global ecosystems,
and on flood-prone countries.

Actions

e A detailed roadmap towards the
development of a low carbon
sustainable economy, with tar-
gets to be met towards 2020 and
beyond, should be adopted and
published.

e The economic value of biodiver-
sity must be accounted for in all
environmental policy decisions.

lated though a deliberative national
debate.

Actions

e Decisions around services and the
provision of services must be
made in the context of a national
spatial strategy.

e Develop a rural and regional em-
ployment strategy as part of a new
national spatial strategy to pro-
mote the development of sustain-
able regional development
throughout Ireland.

New Indicators of Progress and Well-Being are required

reating a sustainable Ireland
‘ requires the adoption of new

indicators to measure pro-
gress. GDP alone as a measure of
progress is unsatisfactory, as it only
describes the monetary value of gross
output, income and expenditure in
an economy.

The Report by the Commission on the
Measurement of Economic Performance
and Social Progress, led by Nobel prize
winning economists Amartya Sen
and Joseph Stiglitz and established
by President Sarkozy, argued that
new indicators measuring environ-
mental and financial sustainability,

well-being and happiness are required.

The National Economic and Social
Council (2009) has published the Well
-Being Matters report, which suggested
that measures of well-being could be
constructed that capture data on six
domains of people’s lives that contrib-
ute to well-being including: economic
resources; work and participation;
relationships and care; community
and environment; health; and democ-
racy and values.

We believe that a new social model
should deploy such indicators along-
side national accounting measures.

The OECD Global Project on Measur-
ing the Progress of Society has recom-
mended a use of such indicators to
inform evidence-based policies. They
would serve as an alternate bench-
mark of success.

Actions

¢ Shadow national accounts should
be developed to move towards a
more sustainable, resource effi-
cient model of growth.

e A common understanding of sus-
tainable development must under-
pin all public policy decisions.
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Pledge to Stand for Social Justice

Trocaire, SVP and Social Justice Ireland call on all
MEP candidates to sign pledge

with Trocaire and the Society

of St Vincent de Paul to devel-
op a Pledge to Stand for Social Justice
which we have asked all candidates
in the European Parliament election
to sign in advance of the election.

S ocial Justice Ireland has worked

This pledge identifies five key areas
in which the European Parliament
has the potential to play a major role
and which, if addressed, would pro-
vide a more socially and economical-

ly just society for the EU’s 500 mil-
lion citizens.

The pledge, if implemented, would
also have a major impact on the bil-
lions of people living in the Global
South who are particularly vulnera-
ble to the impact of EU policies.

These issues together with the other
issues raised in this Briefing all form
part of a just society.

Other Local Government issues

ities the councillors will have
responsibility for a range of is-
sues. These include:

I n the newly-elected Local Author-

¢ Housing - provision and man-
agement of social housing, travel-
ler accommodation, housing
standards and controls. This area
is of crucial importance as there
are more than 90,000 households
on waiting lists for social housing
and there has been a dramatic
increase in the numbers of home-
less people. The Government’s
response has been nowhere the
scale required to address the huge
rise in the waiting lists. New in-
vestment is urgently required.

e Roads and transport - upkeep
of local roads, motor tax, traffic
management, public lighting and
safety education. The reduction in
capital expenditure in recent years
has led to major deterioration in
local roads. Ireland seems to be
repeating the mistakes of the 1987
-89 retrenchment period when
the same policy was followed. At
that time roads were not main-
tained and a proliferation of pot-
holes were testament to the un-
dermining of road foundations
which cost a great deal to repair
subsequently. This is not a sensi-
ble approach to road mainte-
nance.

Environmental protection -
waste collection, fire protection,
pollution control, safety struc-
tures and related matters. These
are of critical importance to the
quality of life of local communi-
ties. Local Authorities are also
responsible for developing and
overseeing Economic and Social
development plans. These plans
should be underpinned by the
core principles of sustainable de-
velopment and be focused on
securing the well-being of this and
future generations (cf. p.2).

Citizen Engagement - The in-
troduction of new Local Govern-
ment Structures following these
elections (cf. p.5) will be accompa-
nied by the establishment of Pub-
lic Participation Networks in each
Local Authority and in each Mu-
nicipal District. These Networks
will be the main conduit for com-
munication between the Local
Authority and social inclusion,
environmental and voluntary
organisations within their area.
They will also be the mechanism
through which these organisa-
tions will choose all representa-
tives from their sectors to repre-
sent them on all local authority
structures such as the Local Com-
munity Development Committee,
Strategic Policy Committees and
County Committees.

Pledge to

Stand for Social Justice

1. Ensure child poverty and in-
tergenerational poverty in
Ireland and across Europe are
tackled by promoting and
supporting the European
Commission recommendation
Investing in Children: break-
ing the cycle of disadvantage.

2. Ensure the EU meets its com-

mitments on poverty and so-
cial exclusion contained in the
Europe 2020 strategy.

3. Ensure the EU meets its com-

mitment to the world’s most
vulnerable people by reaching
0.7% of GNP in its Overseas
Development Aid (ODA) budg-
ets and also ensuring timely
and adequate funding for hu-
manitarian crises.

4. Ensure greater transparency

and legal accountability of
European companies operat-
ing in developing countries, to
avoid instances of human
rights abuses, tax evasion and
avoidance, corruption, con-
flict and environmental deg-
radation.

S. Ensure the EU moves forward
with adequate climate and
energy policies that set it on a
pathway to a more equitable
and sustainable future for all,
specifically by ensuring the EU
2030 Climate and Energy
Package includes a green-
house gas emission reduction
target of at least 55%.
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Towards a new guiding vision

he dominant world view that

I produced the recent global crisis

is highly problematic. A great

part of that crisis was rooted in a phi-

losophy of individualism that sees the

individual as the primary unit of reali-

ty and refuses to acknowledge the im-

portance of communitarian connect-
edness.

This philosophical approach sees the
person principally in economic terms
and considers the market to be the key
place of advancement/development.
In this understanding a person can
measure his/her worth by discovering
what he/she is worth in the market-
place.

The consequences of this approach
were clear for all to see during the past
decade and Irish people have paid a
heavy price as they bailed out the
high-paid gambling bankers. Social
Justice Ireland believes that an alterna-
tive to the present dominant view of
the world and how it should function
is required.

We need to move from a world that is
built on individualism, anxiety and
greed to a world that is built on the
reality of abundance, the need for gen-
erosity, the dignity of the person and
the centrality of the common good.

It is not enough for economic activity
to be profitable. It is also essential that
it promote the common good. One
example of this in practice would be a
recognition of the fact that economic
development and social development
are two sides of the one coin. Econom-
ic development is required to produce
the resources needed to provide good
social services. At the same time, how-
ever, it has to be acknowledged that
good social services are required if the
economy is to develop to its potential.
The common good also requires that
all development be sustainable eco-
nomically, socially and environmen-
tally. The well-being of this and future
generations should be at the core of
policy development.

Recent Publications and Research

from
Social Justice Ireland

Ireland and the Europe 2020 Strategy - Shadow

Report (published May, 2014)

Steps Towards a Fairer Future - Socio Economic

Review 2014 (published April 2014)

May 2014

CAST YOUR VOTE ON

MAY 23, 2014

On May 23rd Ireland will hold
elections for the European Par-
liament and for all Local Au-
thorities throughout the coun-
try. We ask all our readers to
consider the issues set out in
this Briefing and to raise them
with candidates and canvass-
ers before casting their vote.

We also urge readers to vote.
People are often critical of pol-
iticians saying they ignore the
will of the electorate. However
politicians pay great attention
to how people vote.

Elections are important for
democracy. So we urge you to
vote.
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working to build a just society

The European Crisis and Its Human Cost - A Call
for Fair Alternatives and Solutions. (Research by
Social Justice Ireland for Caritas Europa; published March
2014)

A Future Worth Living For - Sustainable Foun-
dations and Frameworks. (published November
2013)

All of these are available on our website at www.socialjustice.ie
Printed copies can be purchased from the Social Justice Ireland offices.

Support Social Justice Ireland

If you wish to become a member of Social Justice Ireland or
make a donation to support our work you may do so through
our website www.socialjustice.ie or by contacting our offices
directly.

Social Justice Ireland is an independent
think tank and justice advocacy organisa-
tion that advances the lives of people and
communities through providing inde-
pendent social analysis and effective poli-
cy development to create a sustainable
future for every member of society and
for societies as a whole.

Social Justice Ireland, Arena House,
Arena Road, Sandyford, Dublin 18
Phone: 01 213 0724

Email: secretarty@socialjustice.ie
Charity Number: CHY 19486
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