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Introduction

1. The Current Context 
 

 

Table 1: Ireland’s Labour Force Data and Covid-19 Impact, 2019–2020 

 2019 2020 

Dec 2020-

Covid 

Covid - 

impact 

Labour Force 2,471,700 2,445,100   

LFPR % 62.7 61.3   

Employment % 70.2 67.8 57.5 - 10 

Employment 2,361,200 2,306,200 1,970,609 - 335,591 

   Full-time 1,868,300 1,871,200   

   Part-time 492,900 434,900   

   Underemployed 108,400 101,400   

Unemployed % 4.5 5.7 19.4 + 14 

Unemployed 110,600 138,900 468,655 + 329,755 

LT Unemployed % 1.6 1.5   

LT Unemployed 38,700 36,800   

Potential Additional LF 98,700 162,500   
Source: CSO, LFS Quarter 4 2020 and associated releases (CSO, 2021) 

Notes: Data is for Quarter 4 2019, 2020 and the Covid impact estimates for December 2020. 

LFPR = ILO labour force participation rate and measures the percentage of the adult 

population who are in the labour market. 

Employment % is for those aged 15-64 years.  

                                                           
1 gov.ie - Fiscal Monitor January 2021 (www.gov.ie) 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e7ea3-fiscal-monitor-january-2021/
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Underemployment measures part-time workers who indicate that they wish to work 

additional hours which are not currently available. 

LT = Long Term (12 months or more). LF = Labour Force. 

Table 2: Expectation of Return to Work by Covid-19 income Support 

Recipients, 2020 

  

PUP 

recipients  

EWSS 

recipients All  

Yes, expect to return to the same job 64.4% 41.3% 33.3% 

Yes, have already returned to the same job 14.3% 51.6% 45.7% 

                                                           
2 The CSO estimates do not provide a gender breakdown. 
3 As of January 2021, the CSO have been unable to release data for the Revenue Commissioners administered 

EWSS although estimates have been provided as part of parliamentary replies. The January 2021 PUP figure 

was considerably higher at 479,000 individuals. 
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No 21.3% 7.1% 21.0% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 
Source: CSO Labour Market Insight Bulletin, Series 5 Q4 2020 (Feb 2021) 

Notes: Data is for the final three months of 2020 
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4 Collins, M.L. (2017) ‘Earnings and Low Pay in the Republic of Ireland’. Journal of the Statistical and Social 
Inquiry Society of Ireland, Vol. XLV pp. 146-176. 
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2. The working poor 
 

Table 3: Risk of Poverty Among all Persons Aged 16yrs+ by Principal Economic 

Status, 2004-2019 

 2004 2010 2015 2019 

At work 7.0 5.7 5.7 4.6 

Unemployed 37.2 27.3 41.0 35.4 

Students and school attendees 23.6 22.7 32.6 19.4 

On home duties 32.1 19.5 24.1 22.8 

Retired 26.1 8.8 12.7 11.1 

Unable to work as ill/disabled 47.3 19.8 33.5 37.5 

Total population 19.4 14.7 16.3 12.8 

Source: CSO online database. 
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https://www.socialjustice.ie/sites/default/files/attach/publication/2897/2010-07-05-buildingafairertaxsystem-therftxcrstudyfinal.pdf?cs=true
https://www.socialjustice.ie/sites/default/files/attach/publication/2897/2010-07-05-buildingafairertaxsystem-therftxcrstudyfinal.pdf?cs=true
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3. The Living Wage and the National Minimum Wage 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

                                                           
6 Microsoft Word - Living Wage 2020 4 page document 

https://www.livingwage.ie/download/pdf/living_wage_2020__4_page_annual_paper.pdf
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4. Our Recommendations 
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