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Social Justice Ireland – who we are

• Independent social justice think-tank.

• Develop and deliver independent and credible social analysis.

• Identify sustainable options for the future.

• Provide viable policy pathways forward.

• Influence the public debate to ensure it focuses on what matters 
most to people who are poor or vulnerable or in need.

• We work to improve public policy in order to improve society and the 
lives of people.

• Our work is underpinned by human rights and the common good.
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Social Justice Matters: 2021 guide to a Fairer Irish Society

• Annual Socio-Economic Review 

• What are the key long term 
challenges facing Government?  

• What are the facts, trends and 
potential solutions

• Covers ten key policy areas

• Independent analysis

• Detailed policy proposals

• Key annual reference point on 
social justice and social policy 
issues
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2021 – a time of reckoning

• Moment of change

• Deficits exposed and exacerbated

• Our response?

• A framework for a fairer future
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A New Social Contract

• Time for change – a new Social Contract.

• Government policy must be focused on delivering five outcomes 
simultaneously: 
➢a vibrant economy; 

➢decent infrastructure and services; 

➢just taxation; 

➢good governance; 

➢sustainability.  

• Do-able, desirable, effective and efficient.  
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Change is possible – Change is necessary

• From welfare state to neoliberalism to ?????

• Vision: A new Social Contract

• Process: A new Social Dialogue

• Outcome: Curing the viruses of social injustice, inequality, marginality and 

environmental destruction
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Key long term challenges facing Government

• A market-driven housing system

• Inequality

• Demographic Change

• Unemployment, underemployment and low-paid employment

• A two-tiered healthcare system

• Climate Change

• Just Transition

• Decline of rural communities
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Policy Framework for a new Social Contract

Vibrant economy Decent services and 

infrastructure

Just taxation Good governance Sustainability

Deal with the Deficit Increase Investment Increase the overall 

Tax-Take

Open, 

transparent, 

accountable 

structures

Climate Justice

Financial Stability Quality Services Taxation Governance Social Dialogue Protect the 

Environment

Boost Public 

Investment

Minimum Social Floor Broader Tax Base Real Participation 

/ Deliberative 

Democracy

Balanced Regional 

Development

Decent Jobs Sustainable Progress 

Index

Reduce Inequality
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Building a new Social Contract

• Structure our economy for the good of society 

• Rethink the interaction of employment and work, taxation, and 
welfare

• Universal Basic Income and Universal Basic Services. 

• Continue to resource a public sector that meets our needs.
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Funding a new Social Contract

• It will cost money

• Tax take should rise, but reasonably. 

• Tax expenditures and an effective corporate tax rate.

• Ireland needs to have a real debate – service levels AND economic 
sustainability
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How can we set a minimum floor of income to address poverty 

and inequality?
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What can we afford to finance in the years immediately 

ahead?
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How can we address labour market challenges of low pay, 
under employment and the employment impacts of 
COVID-19?
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How can we deliver affordable and appropriate accommodation 
and put an end to our market driven dysfunctional housing 
system?
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How can we ensure that the additional resources in our healthcare 
system are deployed in a way which delivers the transformation of 
the health service in line with Sláintecare?
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How do we address the impact of lost learning on students at all 
levels in the past twelve months?
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How can we ensure people have a say in shaping the 
decisions that impact them?
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How do we promote the sustainability agenda and meet 
our climate targets in a fair way?
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How do we ensure that rural Ireland is not left behind? 
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Why our commitment to Overseas Development 

Assistance (ODA) is so important
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Time for change – time for a new Social Contract

‘Only a crisis – actual or perceived – produces real change. When that crisis 
occurs, the actions that are taken depend on the ideas that are lying around… 
Our basic function [is] to develop alternatives to existing policies, to keep them 
alive and available until the politically impossible becomes the politically 
inevitable’. Milton Friedman (1982)

• Ireland, and indeed the planet, now faces crisis; we cannot go back to 
business as usual.

• We have reached a point where adoption of new  ideas and policies is 
surely a necessity. This would result in a fairer more just society.
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Questions 
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