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Social Justice Ireland – who we are

• Independent social justice think-tank.
• Develop and deliver independent and credible social analysis.
• Identify sustainable options for the future.
• Provide viable policy pathways forward.
• Influence the public debate to ensure it focuses on what matters 

most to people who are poor or vulnerable or in need.
• We work to improve public policy in order to improve society and the 

lives of people.
• Our work is underpinned by human rights and the common good.
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Social Justice Matters: 2022 guide to a Fairer Irish Society

• Annual Socio-Economic Review 
• What are the key long term 

challenges facing Government?  
• What are the facts, trends and 

potential solutions
• Covers ten key policy areas
• Independent analysis
• Detailed policy proposals
• Key annual reference point on 

social justice and social policy 
issues
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2022 – a moment of reckoning

• Irish society continues to face great social and economic upheaval.  
• There is now a dawning and widespread recognition that our 

economy and society, both here in Ireland and more broadly, must 
change to become more equal, more just, and more sustainable if we 
are to meet the needs of the people and the challenges of the future.

• We will need to create new, and to repurpose old, institutions to 
manage and implement this transition.

• Social Justice Matters 2022 outlines a framework to address Ireland’s 
challenges in an integrated and sustainable manner.

© Social Justice Ireland   
W: www.socialjustice.ie   T: @SocialJusticeI F: fb.me/SocialJusticeI #SocialJusticeMatters



Time to deliver on Programme for Government commitments

• Time for change – a Wellbeing Framework for a new Social Contract.
• Government policy must be focused on delivering five outcomes 

simultaneously: 
a vibrant economy; 
decent infrastructure and services; 
just taxation; 
good governance; 
sustainability.  

• This approach is not simply do-able; it is also desirable, effective and 
efficient.  
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A Time to Transition

• First, we will need to forge a new social contract to replace the 
outdated neo-liberal consensus of the 1980s. 

• Second, we will need effective governance mechanisms to forge a 
consensus on the detailed steps ahead. 

• Finally, we will need to find the means to finance the transition, 
recognising that any short-term cost will be far outweighed by the 
consequences of failure. 
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Time for real social dialogue

• Social dialogue involving ALL stakeholders.
• A model of Social Dialogue is required focussed on a broad-based 

enhancement of capabilities in the economy and society.
• Developing mutually acceptable solutions to problems
• Ensuring support for such solutions when implemented - Consensus
• Also: Increase transparency of budgetary and other important 

decisions.
• Current level of engagement of policy makers and of wider public is 

too low. 
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Key long term challenges facing Government

• A market-driven housing system
• Inequality
• Demographic Change
• Unemployment, underemployment and low-paid employment
• A two-tiered healthcare system
• Climate Change
• Just Transition
• Decline of rural communities
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Wellbeing Framework for a new Social
Contract

Vibrant economy Decent services and 
infrastructure

Just taxation Good governance Sustainability

Deal with the Deficit Increase Investment Increase the overall 
Tax-Take

Open, 
transparent, 
accountable 
structures

Climate Justice

Financial Stability Quality Services Taxation Governance Social Dialogue Protect the 
Environment

Boost Public 
Investment

Minimum Social Floor Broader Tax Base Real Participation 
/ Deliberative 

Democracy

Balanced Regional 
Development

Decent Jobs Sustainable Progress 
Index

Reduce Inequality
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Building a Wellbeing Framework

• Structure our economy so that it works for the good of society 
• Rethink the interaction of employment and work, taxation, and welfare
• Give serious consideration to policies such as a universal basic income and 

universal basic services. 
• The implementation of a Wellbeing Framework and the development of a 

new Social Contract requires that Government engage with all stakeholders 
to develop a series of policy responses that are fit for purpose.

• The current cost of living, energy and food crises in Ireland demand that all 
stakeholders have a seat at the table. These issues are too important, and 
too volatile, to be left to vested interests alone. A new social dialogue is 
essential to ensure that no-one is left behind in this transition. 
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Strategic Investment in Wellbeing

• While this Wellbeing Framework we describe is eminently deliverable, 
it will cost money

• Requires the adoption of counter-cyclical fiscal policies.
• While recovery is underway for some, we can see that it is unfolding 

in different ways for different groups and different parts of our 
country. Policy must be better focused on addressing and minimising
these divisions. 

• We need a “war-time” approach – borrowing, taxation and 
warehousing.
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How can we set a minimum floor of income to address poverty 
and inequality?
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What can we afford to finance in the years immediately ahead?
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How can we address labour market challenges of low pay, under 
employment and the employment impacts of COVID-19?
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How can we deliver affordable and appropriate accommodation 
and put an end to our market driven dysfunctional housing 
system?
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How can we ensure that the additional resources in our healthcare system 
are deployed in a way which delivers the transformation of the health 
service in line with Sláintecare?



How do we address the impact of lost learning on students at all 
levels in the past twelve months?

© Social Justice Ireland   
W: www.socialjustice.ie   T: @SocialJusticeI  F: fb.me/SocialJusticeI #SocialJusticeMatters



How can we ensure people have a say in shaping the decisions 
that impact them?
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How do we promote the sustainability agenda and meet our 
climate targets in a fair way?
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How do we ensure that rural Ireland is not left behind? 
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Why our commitment to Overseas Development Assistance 
(ODA) is so important
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Time for change – time for a Wellbeing Framework

‘The reality is that inequality causes real suffering, regardless of how we 
choose to label such distress. Greater inequality heightens social threat and 
status anxiety, evoking feelings of shame which feed into our instincts for 
withdrawal, submission and subordination: when the social pyramid gets 
higher and steeper and status insecurity increases, there are widespread 
psychological costs. Status competition and anxiety increase, people 
become less friendly, less altruistic and more likely to put others down.’ 

(Wilkinson & Pickett, 2018, p. 58)

• More equal societies are better societies. 
• Ireland, and indeed the planet, now faces new and mounting crises; a 

situation where business as usual can mean only social and environmental 
catastrophe.
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Questions 
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